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The 30th Connecticut LGBT Film Festival’s Winning Films

HARTFORD, Conn. – June 19, 2017 – The Connecticut LGBT Film Festival celebrated its 30th season with record attendance and rave reviews, and concluded June 10 with dual screenings in downtown Hartford at Spotlight Cinemas (Front Street) and the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art. Audiences enjoyed 56 films from more than 15 countries and had the opportunity to interact with actors, directors, screenwriters and producers, some of whom came from as far away as London and Berlin.
“This was a milestone year for us - our 30th season - so it was especially important for us to present films that audiences would really connect with,” said Festival Director Shane Engstrom. “Judging by the audience scores, we succeeded.”

The following films have been selected as this year’s winners, based on audience scores and jury votes:
Audience Award - Best Feature 
Winner: 
Signature Move
Runner Up:

Just Charlie
Special Mention:

A Million Happy Nows
Signature Move is a crowd-pleasing comedy/drama about a thirty-something Pakistani Muslim lesbian and her recently-widowed, TV-obsessed mother who is determined to find a husband for her daughter. Just Charlie is a tender family drama about a young soccer star who was born into a boy’s body but is determined to fulfill her destiny as a young woman. A Million Happy Nows portrays the heartbreak of early onset dementia and how it transforms the balance of power in a loving, long-term relationship.
Audience Award - Best Documentary
Winner:

The Lavender Scare
Runner Up:

The Untold Tales of Armistead Maupin 
Special Mention:

Before Homosexuals: The Prequel to Before Stonewall
The Lavender Scare is an eye-opening documentary about the purge of gay men and lesbians from government service during the Eisenhower Administration and how that sowed the seeds of the gay rights movement that blossomed a decade later. The Untold Tales of Armistead Maupin chronicles the life and career of the beloved author who created the Tales of the City newspaper serial, novels and television miniseries. Before Homosexuals: The Prequel to Before Stonewall is a sweeping documentary that takes the viewer on a wondrous tour of same-sex desire from ancient times to Victorian crimes in an expedition of erotic history, poetry and visual art.

Jury Award - Best Short
Winner:

About a Father
Runner Up:

Any Other Day
Special Mention:

Sisak and The Night Cleaner (tie)
About a Father is a funny and touching story of a father waiting for a heart transplant who welcomes the opportunity to get to know his son and his ‘roommate’ before it’s too late. Any Other Day is an international story of heroism that shows there is no force greater than a mother’s love when her child faces the injustice and brutality of homophobia. Not a word is spoken in Sisak, a unique film that uses gripping music and strong visuals to present a tenuous romance that unfolds on the Mumbai train system. The Night Cleaner uses clever and comedic animation as a young man describes his work at a bath house and some of the customers he encounters.
Jury Award – Best Feature
Winner:

I Dream in Another Language

Special Mention:

Center of My World 
I Dream in Another Language is a stunning and charming drama about the last two speakers of an indigenous Mexican language and the 50-year grudge that tore them apart. The jury selected this film because of its beautiful and thoughtful delivery of an untraditional love story through masterful storytelling and striking visuals. The jury awarded a Special Mention to Center of My Word because of its strong ensemble acting and unique visual style that brought to life a nuanced and touching story of love, loss, desire, secrets and self-discovery.    
Jury Award – Best Documentary
Winner:

The Untold Tales of Armistead Maupin
The jury selected The Untold Tales of Armistead Maupin for its ability to weave a fascinating story about the man behind Tales of the City, while simultaneously presenting his perspective on LGBT history in the U.S. throughout his lifetime.
Director’s Award
Jakob Erwa (Center of My World)
“Jakob not only created a masterful work of art in Center of My World; he also delighted our audience with his insightful Q&A and really became part of our extended Festival family in the relatively short time he spent in Connecticut” Engstrom said. “We can’t wait to see his next film and hope to welcome him back to Hartford one day.”
The Festival will return next year for its 31st season, June 1 – 9, 2018.

Out Film CT, which organizes the Festival, is a nonprofit cultural organization dedicated to presenting outstanding LGBT cinema and other theatrical events throughout the year, culminating in the nine-day Connecticut LGBT Film Festival. Connecticut's longest-running film festival holds a special place in our state’s cultural landscape, bringing the community together to introduce, celebrate and rediscover the ideas and values that make the LGBT community unique. Out Film CT also presents the Second Thursdays Cinema series, with screenings at Cinestudio on the second Thursday of the month. www.outfilmct.org
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