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Characters Come Out at the 30th Connecticut LGBT Film Festival, June 2 - 10
HARTFORD, Conn. – May 4, 2016 – A fading soap opera diva, two handsome Londoners whose romantic weekend turns suspenseful, an Irish lass with a bad attitude, and the genius behind the Tales of the City series are just a few of the characters you can see in a drama, comedy or documentary at the Connecticut LGBT Film Festival.
“It’s our 30th season so we wanted to create a Festival that’s truly one to remember,” said Festival Director Shane Engstrom. “Naturally, we aimed for quality films, but we also took special care to select films that have a fresh perspective on the LGBT experience and speak in a unique voice.”

The Center of My World, a multi-layered, romantic drama about a gay German teen and his very unconventional family, opens the Festival on Friday, June 2. It runs through June 10, with most screenings at Cinestudio on the campus of Trinity College, except for a closing Saturday matinee at Real Art Ways, and closing Saturday night programs in Downtown Hartford.
The Festival’s popular “shorts nights” will return with two sizzling lineups of comedy and drama in pint-sized servings. Where the Boys Are (Men’s Shorts Night) is Monday, June 5 and Girls’ Night Out (Women’s Shorts Night) is Tuesday, June 6.
This year’s Centerpiece film, presented midway through the Festival, is the U.S. premiere of Hello Again, a musical romp that presents a daisy chain of love affairs among numerous characters over many decades. This film adaptation of an off-Broadway musical features the multiple Tony Award-winning Audra McDonald, Martha Plimpton (Raising Hope), Cheyenne Jackson (American Horror Story), T.R. Knight (Grey’s Anatomy) and Jenna Ushkowitz (Glee). A reception precedes the film. The Centerpiece program is Wednesday, June 7.
More musical entertainment is in store when the Hartford Gay Men’s Chorus delights the audience with their vocal stylings prior to the June 8 U.S. premiere of the film Just Charlie.

One of the highlights of the Festival is the June 9 screening of the must-see documentary, The Untold Tales of Armistead Maupin, which tells the tale of the prolific writer who enchanted the world with his Tales of the City newspaper serial, novels and television miniseries. Another standout documentary about LGBT history dating back to ancient times – Before Homosexuals: The Prequel to Before Stonewall – will be screening at the June 10 matinee at Real Art Ways. 
The Festival’s closing night extravaganza will be in Downtown Hartford, with simultaneous screenings at Spotlight Theatres (at Front Street) and the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, followed by a party under the stars at the Atheneum. 

“Holding our closing night festivities in Downtown Hartford has been a big hit with our loyal audience,” Engstrom said. “It really makes you feel like you’re stepping out for something special.” 
Each year the Festival includes appearances by directors, producers and actors who answer questions from the audience and visit with them after the program. Plans are still being made, but some special guests expected to attend are: Jakob Erwa, director, Center of my World; Tom Gustafson, director, and Cory Krueckeberg, writer/producer, Hello Again; John Scagliotti, director, Before Homosexuals: The Prequel to Before Stonewall; Joe Ahearne, director, B&B; and Jennifer Reeder, director, Signature Move.
“The actor and filmmaker talkbacks are a cornerstone of the Festival and provide an enriching experience for our audience,” Engstrom said. “For our 30th season we aim to have not only the most talkbacks ever, but also the most memorable, bringing filmmakers in from as far away as Europe.”
The Connecticut LGBT Film Festival is supported by the Greater Hartford Arts Council with major support from the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving.
Out Film CT, which organizes the Festival, is a nonprofit cultural organization dedicated to presenting outstanding LGBT cinema and other theatrical events throughout the year, culminating in the nine-day Connecticut LGBT Film Festival. Connecticut's longest-running film festival holds a special place in our state’s cultural landscape, bringing the community together to introduce, celebrate and rediscover the ideas and values that make the LGBT community unique. Out Film CT also presents the Second Thursdays Cinema series, with screenings at Cinestudio on the second Thursday of each month.
Connecticut LGBT Film Festival Dates:

Opens Friday, June 2, Cinestudio, Trinity College campus

Closes Saturday, June 10, matinee at Real Art Ways, evening shows at Spotlight Theatres at Front Street and Wadsworth Atheneum
Ticket Prices: 
Opening Night/Closing Night, includes party (each night priced separately)
General Admission, $20
Student/Senior, $15

Other shows

General Admission, $10
Student/Senior, $8
2 for the price of 1 on Thursday, June 8 (Just Charlie)
Festipass

All shows plus opening night and closing night parties, $75


3-Show Pass 
Any three shows except opening and closing nights, $25
Complete LGBT Film Festival information available at: www.OutFilmCT.org.

Here’s the lineup of feature films and documentaries for the 30th Connecticut LGBT Film Festival. Titles, times and locations are subject to change. For the most up-to-date information, please visit www.outfilmct.org. 

Friday, June 2 @ 7:30 PM 

Center of my World (Die Mitte der Welt)

Dir. Jakob Erwa, 2016, Germany/Austria, 115 min, In German with English subtitles

This beautiful and intricate story of love, loss, desire, secrets and self-discovery begins when Phil returns from summer camp to find that his very unconventional mother and his twin sister, who has started sneaking out of the house at night, aren't speaking to one another. Rather than try to unlock the mystery of these unusual developments, Phil hangs out with his best friend, eating ice cream and playing dress-up until a new student arrives at school – the handsome and magnetic Nicholas. Love blossoms, but Phil comes to realize that he must deal with the problems of his past in order to deal with the issues of his present. 

Saturday, June 3 @ 3:00 PM

A Million Happy Nows

Dir. Albert Alarr, 2016, USA, 80 min

Veteran actress Lainey Allen has starred in a popular soap opera for twenty years but is now being sidelined for younger talent. She’s also finding it harder to remember her lines, so she decides not to renew her contract and retreats with her publicist and life partner, Eva, to a comfortable beach house overlooking the ocean. We soon learn that Lainey has developed early onset Alzheimer's disease, which changes the dynamic of her relationship with Eva. The once indomitable Lainey must now depend on her single support system - the woman who was once in awe of her, became everything to her, and will now look after her.

Saturday, June 3 @ 7:30 PM

A Date for Mad Mary

Dir. Darren Thornton, 2016, Ireland, 82 min

In this tough and tender story about friendship, first love, and letting go of one’s glory days, Mary returns home after a short time in prison to find that everyone is changing and moving on with their lives. Except her. “Mad” Mary is stuck in her old patterns of behavior. She’s angry, rude, and unkind. Her best friend is getting married and doesn’t think Mary can find a date for the wedding, so Mary goes on a series of very funny and very bad first dates just to find her perfect “plus one.” But then she realizes … maybe she doesn’t need a boyfriend after all.

Saturday, June 3 @ 9:30 PM

Handsome Devil

Dir. John Butler, 2016, Ireland, 95 min

Ned is a sensitive gay teen and Conor is a rugby jock with a past. They seem to have nothing in common except they’re both stuck at boarding school. Ned is deeply resentful when he unexpectedly is forced to share his room with Conor. The loner and the star athlete at this rugby-mad school eventually form an unlikely bond until it's tested by the authorities in this tale of friendship, betrayal and coming to terms with one’s true self.

Sunday, June 4 @ 3:00 PM

The Lavender Scare 

Dir. Josh Howard, 2016, USA, 76 min

Whether or not you’re old enough to remember the time when the entire nation liked Ike, you will find this fascinating documentary about one aspect of Dwight D. Eisenhower’s presidency chilling.  With the United States gripped in the panic of the Cold War, the president deemed homosexuals to be “security risks” and ordered the immediate firing of any government employee discovered to be gay or lesbian. His order triggered a vicious witch hunt that ruined tens of thousands of lives and thrust an unlikely hero into the forefront of what would become the modern LGBT rights movement.  
Sunday, June 4 @ 7:30 PM

Uncle Gloria: One Helluva Ride!

Dir. Robyn Symon, 2016, USA, 75 min

This unique, stranger-than-fiction tale unfolds as Butch, a macho owner of an auto wrecking company in Florida, goes into hiding from the law and begins a fascinating journey of self-discovery and transformation. Butch emerges as Gloria and decides to remodel herself in much the same way Butch once lovingly restored old cars. At the age of 67, Gloria undergoes risky gender reassignment surgery, becomes a dominatrix and a transgender activist, and finds love. Full of drama and family fireworks, this doesn’t resemble any other transgender film you’ve ever seen.
Monday, June 5 @ 7:30 PM

Where the Boys Are: Men’s Shorts!

What’s it like to be the one who cleans up a bathhouse? How do you come out to your father when he is gravely ill? What’s the true sign of a tiger? Can you distinguish your mother’s finger from a sliced carrot? Can you find lasting love in the back room of a “bookstore?” What about the bears? Is having identical luggage a sign that the guy you just met on the plane will be your one true love? Are late-night hookups right for you? All of these questions and more will be answered once you watch tonight’s shorts program!

Tuesday, June 6 @ 7:30 PM

Girls’ Night Out: Women’s Shorts!

Young Lily has a secret, but so do two other women. Meanwhile, Claudia is digging into Grandma’s past. More secrets, including a beautiful student who has a secret admirer. A girl crush, a chance encounter at a bar, a dead girlfriend, and then that relationship killer of a holiday – Valentine’s Day. Confused? Don’t worry, this will all make sense once you watch tonight’s shorts program!

Wednesday, June 7 @ 7:30 PM (Centerpiece)

Centerpiece Reception @ 6:00 PM

Hello Again

Dir. Tom Gustafson, 2017, USA, 105 min

This musical romp presents a daisy chain of sexual encounters and love affairs among numerous characters over time. And the time is not linear or sequential – the stories, and their characters, move forward and backward across decades, which is both charmingly jarring and delightfully intriguing. The wide variety of musical styles, ranging from opera to 1970s disco, introduces melodic and lyrical echoes throughout to tie all the characters and their experiences together. 

This film adaptation of an off-Broadway musical features the multiple Tony Award-winning Audra McDonald, Martha Plimpton (Raising Hope), Cheyenne Jackson (American Horror Story), T.R. Knight (Grey’s Anatomy) and Jenna Ushkowitz (Glee).

Thursday, June 8 @ 7:30 PM

Just Charlie

Dir. Rebekah Fortune, 2017, UK, 99 min

Young soccer star Charlie has it all -- friends, a loving family and a top club desperate for Charlie to join the team. But the teenager only sees a nightmare. Trapped in the body of a boy, Charlie is torn between wanting to live up to her father’s expectations and shedding this ill-fitting skin. Charlie’s next move will tear the family apart and threaten everything they hold dear.

Friday, June 9 @ 7:30 PM

The Untold Tales of Armistead Maupin

Dir. Jennifer Kroot, 2017, USA, 92 min

If you loved the Tales of the City series, you’ll definitely want to see this documentary about Armistead Maupin, the storytelling genius who created Michael Mouse, Mary Ann and the beloved Mrs. Madrigal.  This remarkable documentary follows the renowned author’s evolution from a conservative son of the Old South into a gay rights pioneer whose novels inspired millions to re-claim their lives. The film includes interviews with Sir Ian McKellen, Laura Linney, and Olympia Dukakis. 

Friday, June 9 @ 9:30 PM

I Dream in Another Language (Sueño en Otro Idioma)

Dir. Ernesto Contreras, 2017, Mexico/Netherlands, 101 min, In Spanish with English subtitles

If you’re looking for a fast-paced, action-packed thriller, then this film isn’t for you. In this stunning and gorgeous – but unhurried – drama, Martin arrives in a remote Mexican village to study and record a dying, ancient indigenous language. He finds the last two speakers of the language, but they refuse to talk to each other because of a 50-year grudge. As Martin starts a love affair with one of the locals, he digs deeper and deeper into the mystery until finally, a complicated love story comes to light. Who are the star-crossed lovers and what becomes of them? You’ll have to watch to the end to find out!

Saturday, June 10 @ 3:00 PM – Real Art Ways
Before Homosexuals: The Prequel to Before Stonewall

Dir. John Scagliotti, 2017, USA, 87 min

This sweeping documentary takes the viewer on a wondrous tour of same-sex desire from ancient times to Victorian crimes in an expedition of erotic history, poetry and visual art. Emmy Award-winning filmmaker John Scagliotti explores how the sexual revolution of the 1960s and the growth of LGBT political power in the 1990s cleared the path for artists and scholars to re-discover pre-20th century same-sex desires. Weaving dozens of expert interviews with art and poetry, he revels in lesbian love spells from ancient Rome, homoerotic verses of Michelangelo, censored chapters of the Kamasutra, Native American two-spirit rituals and more.

Saturday, June 10 @ 7:30 PM – Spotlight Theatres
B&B

Dir. Joe Ahearne, 2017, UK, 87 min

What starts out as a romantic and mischievous weekend getaway at an out-of-the-way bed and breakfast turns into a suspense-filled game of cat and mouse and international intrigue for handsome gay Londoners Marc and Fred. They have returned to bait the homophobic owner of the B&B for not allowing them to share a bed the year before.  But they soon become concerned for the safety of the owner’s adorable teenage son after the arrival of a mysterious and sexy Russian stranger whom they suspect has sinister intentions. This comedic dark thriller will keep you guessing until the end.

Saturday, June 10 @ 7:30 PM – Wadsworth Atheneum
Signature Move

Dir. Jennifer Reeder, 2017, USA, 80 min

In this American indie comedy-drama, Zaynab is a thirty-something lesbian Pakistani Muslim living in Chicago who takes care of her recently-widowed, TV-obsessed mother. When she starts a new romance with Alma, a bold and very bright Mexican woman, Zaynab is forced to confront her relationship with her mother, who is determined to find Zaynab a husband. Zaynab copes by taking up Lucha-style wrestling. 
###
